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Letter from  
the President
It is my hope that by the time this letter reaches 
the IGWA membership all of us are settling 
into a busy summer season! Personally I love 
the summer season! The busyness of summer 
in the ground water industry is amazing. 
Sometimes it seems like once it starts it does 
not stop until winter weather forces the issue! 
Being busy is great; however, like many of you 
I try to work as much as possible and often 
do not realize how tired I have become. It 
is in these moments that we must be extra 
careful to avoid taking short cuts in our daily 
job performance. Safety is a topic that seems 
to be discussed in continuing education, but 
sometimes overlooked on the job site. 

We ran into a great reminder of being 
cautious on a job site recently. A customer 
contacted us on a Saturday afternoon with an 
emergency situation. The 85 gallon bladder 
tank inside one of the customer’s hog houses 
had exploded! Now, I have been around this 
before on occasion, so I was not completely 
surprised. What surprised me was the fact 
that the tank had not only exploded, but 
had actually exploded with such force that 
the tank blasted through the ceiling and was 
now sitting on the roof of the hog house! 
I have always heard of the terrible effects of 
exploding tanks, but I had not personally seen 
the extent of damage that can be caused. As 
with many of you, our family has always been 
cautious of these situations. This is mainly 
because of the tragic loss of life that occurred 
in the family of one of our close competitors.

I am sure that many of you have experienced 
situations like this before. They are not every 
day occurrences; however, they are great 
reminders of the sense of caution and safety 
that must be taken seriously on a daily basis. 
Especially in the busy summer season! It is 
our family’s prayer that each of you have a 
safe and busy summer. We look forward to 
seeing you in November at the convention in 
Michigan City!

Rusty McGrew, McGrew Well Drilling 
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The RevISeD TOTAL COLIFORm RULe
Michael J. Schnieders, PG, PH-GW, Water Systems Engineering Inc.

Although initial legislation took place much earlier, the “total coliform rule” 
(TCR) of 2001 created quite a bit of stress for the groundwater industry. The 
TCR contained a significant expansion of microbial testing of wells and public 
water supplies. Beginning April 1, 2016, and earlier in some states, revisions to 
the TCR begin to take effect. Are you and your customers prepared? 

The new revisions reflect a better understanding of coliform occurrence as well 
as the total coliform and fecal coliform tests. Although often misunderstood in 
the past, the new revisions and supporting documentation reflect the use of the 
total coliform test as an indication of potential problems. In my opinion, these 
changes parallel what we in the groundwater industry have encountered since 
the TCR became law. Research in our lab has shown many of the problems with 
coliform-impacted wells stemmed from inactivity and a lack of maintenance, 
not contamination. 

As part of the revisions, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency eliminated 
the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for total coliforms and has established 
a new maximum contaminant level goal (MCLG) and MCL for E. coli. 
Additionally, the requirements for testing of total coliforms and E. coli are 
now part of a specific sample plan unique to the public water system. This is 
an important change as each well is unique and plays a different role in each 
public water supply. 

The revision also expands sampling requirements for smaller, seasonal use 
systems. In addition to monitoring requirements, the revision calls for the 
development of “start-up” procedures to address the impacts of idle wells and 
limit potential exposure. Again, this coincides with vulnerabilities we in the 
industry have witnessed with idle and inactive wells. In an effort to encourage 
public water supplies to be more proactive, requirements for assessments 
are included for systems with a history of problems. The assessment of 
vulnerabilities and development of corrective action plans prior to the 
onset of a problem is a recognition of the run to failure/out-of-sight, out-of-
mind attitudes many well owners exhibit. This proactive approach has been 
advocated by groundwater professionals for years. 

In addition to more realistic expectations and a better understanding of testing, 
the new revisions set forth goals for communities to be better prepared in the 
case of a coliform occurrence. As part of these preparations, a community 
should understand how to test and what to ask for when testing to better 
understand the nature of their problem. In addition to the testing, communities 
should have a reaction plan in place for disinfection, cleaning, or repair as 
needed in response to a repeat coliform or E.coli occurrence. 

mailto:ingroundwater@msn.com
http://www.indianagroundwater.org
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The Revised Total Coliform Rule (continued)

As part of developing an action plan, public water supplies 
and well owners should compile construction, operation, and 
maintenance information on their well systems. Additionally, 
it is advised baseline parameters be established to better assess 
the type of problems occurring if and when a vulnerability is 
identified.

As revisions to the total coliform rule begin to take effect this 
year, many communities are not aware of or have failed to 
understand vulnerabilities surrounding their well systems. For 
public water supplies that depend on or utilize groundwater, 
the guidance of a groundwater professional will be vital 
to compliance. For additional information, visit the EPA’s 
website at www.epa.gov. Additional information is available 
through the American Water Works Association and your state 
environmental agency.  

About the Author
Michael J. Schnieders, PG, PH-GW, is president of Water 
Systems Engineering Inc. in Ottawa, Kansas. He has worked 
extensively on designing more effective well systems, water 
quality issues in both municipal and residential water supply 
systems, and water chemistry. He is deeply involved in the 
interpretation of laboratory analyses to troubleshoot operational 
problems, as well as resource characterization for current and 
future use. He can be reached at mschnieders@h2osystems.com.

Reprinted from the January 18, 2016 NGWA Tool Kit

Tales from The Trenches
help from the Customer

Troy Alexander, Findlay Bros. Well Drilling

Once in a while you have the customer that is trying to help, 
or at least they think they are. It happened to me last year right 
before Thanksgiving. They had a well that had started pumping 
sand, and due to the age of the well and not knowing any of the 
construction because of lack of well records we recommended 
a new well. They had always had trouble from sand from time 
to time but it was so bad now they could no longer use the well. 
The area they live in I knew from experience was going to be a 
challenge, and as I expected, two dry holes later I finally found a 
vein of gravel to work with. The weather didn’t cooperate at all the 
whole time we were there. The couple was very understanding 
even though they were postponing their winter in the south until 
we finished. 

The well turned out good and then came the time to hook it up. 
We trenched from the old well to the new and tied on to the 
existing water line. Next came the electrical connection to the 
existing wire and now comes the part where the customer thinks 
he is helping. I was standing in the trench with the wire in hand, 
I “luckily” brushed the wire against the trench sidewall that was 
wet from the wonderful weather we had — sparks, I touched the 
wire to the side of the trench again, sparks, yes, the power was 
on. It had been off before we began; I asked the guy if the power 
was on. He said, "Yes. I turned it back on for you." 

Just a reminder, if anyone is around while you are working; it’s a 
good idea to let them know you will let them know when it’s time 
for the power to be turned back on. 

http://www.epa.gov
mailto:mschnieders@h2osystems.com
http://www.franklin-electric.com
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— INDIANAPOLIS —
866-422-2626
1400 W. Hanna Ave. 

Indianapolis, IN 46217
Mike Hexamer, II, Manager  

Rodney Roach, Asst. Manager  
John Burger, Outside Sales

— PIercetON —
866-327-3052 

100 Arnolt Drive 
Pierceton, IN 46562

Todd Blair, Manager  
John Schlichtenmyer, Outside Sales

Please visit us on the web at 
www.preferredpump.com

Alloy Screens
American Granby

Amtrol Tanks
A.Y. McDonald

Baker Mfg.
Baroid

Centennial Plastics 
Certainteed Pipe
Cotey Chemicals

CSI Water
Cycle Stop

Flexcon Tanks
Flint & Walling

Flowise
Grundfos Pumps
Johnson Screens
Liberty Sumps

Maass-Midwest
Merrill Mfg.
Monoflex

Northern Pipe
Oil Creek Pipe

Orenco Systems
Pentair

Regency Wire 
Simmons Mfg.

Southwire
Square D

Wells Adapters
Western Rubber

Woodford Hydrants
Yaskawa VFD’s

Ask about our  
Customer Rewards Program

DOT UPDATe 
Fred McAninch

As of March 4, 2016:
FmCSA Proposes entry-Level Driver 
Training Rule
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration released on 
March 4 its proposed rule on entry-level driver training. 

Class A CDL would require 30 hours of behind the wheel 
training. Class B CDL would require 15 hours of behind the 
wheel training. The proposed rule also outlines the knowledge 
and skills that must be learned rather than just hours behind 
the wheel.

Behind the wheel includes on driving range and public road 
driving. 

There is no set classroom hours outlined. 

CDL drivers looking to upgrade a Class B to Class A will fall 
under these rules as well.

Implementation by states is set for three years after the effective 
date of the final rule. 

More information can be found at: 
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/newsroom/fmcsa-proposes-
national-training-standards-entry-level-truck-and-bus-drivers.

As of December 10, 2015
FmCS Announced Final Rule on 
electronic Recording Devices for 
Interstate Drivers
FMCS announced its final rule on electronic recording devices 
for interstate drivers. The rule will take effect two years after 
the effective date. 

The rule details the specifications for the devices, 
documentation, and procedures. 

The rule permits the use of smartphones and other wireless 
devices as recording devices as long as they satisfy technical 
specifications, are certified and publicly listed by the agency. 

Final rule can be read at:
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-12-16/pdf/2015-31336.pdf.

Calendar 
November 2016
3–4 IGWA Biennial Tradeshow & Educational  

Event, Blue Chip Casino, Michigan City, IN

December 2016
31 Deadline for current CEU cycle to renew  

2017 license. 

2016 IGWA SChOLARShIP AWARDS
This year we had 7 applicants. All of the applicants met the 
criteria for the scholarship. Each year it is difficult to make 
choices.  

Our selection process is a blind process.  The scholarship 
committee only received redacted applications. They make their 
choices based on content only. Our recipients this year are:

Caleb Schulz — Parent is Shelly Schulz, Municipal Pump, 
Waupun, WI. Caleb has been accepted to the University of 
Wisconsin. Caleb will be studying mathematics and plans to 
continue on to medical school to study radiology.

Dustin Remmler — Parent is Dale Remmler, Remmler Well 
Drilling, Greensburg, IN. Dustin has been accepted to the 
University of Cincinnati. Dustin will be double majoring in 
music education and oboe performance. 

Megan Weinzapfel — Parent is Jeff Weinzapfel, Weinzapfel 
Water Well Drilling, Evansville, IN. Megan has been accepted 
to Western Kentucky University. She will be studying 
communications disorders. 

The IGWA recognizes these students as outstanding applicants.  
We wish them great success in their pursuit of higher learning.  

If your student has submitted an application in the past, they may 
re-submit every year, even if they were awarded a scholarship in 
the past.  

The IGWA scholarship application is located on the IGWA 
website at www.indianagroundwater.org or you can call the office 
at 888.443.7330.

http://www.preferredpump.com
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/newsroom/fmcsa-proposes-national-training-standards-entry-level-truck-and-bus-drivers
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/newsroom/fmcsa-proposes-national-training-standards-entry-level-truck-and-bus-drivers
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-12-16/pdf/2015-31336.pdf
http://www.indianagroundwater.org
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Because we  believe in quality, we represent these manufacturers

Brad White
317-439-7370
w.brad@sbcglobal.net

taylor White
317-910-4869
tdwhite21@gmail.com

2016 BIeNNIAL CONveNTION
November 3 – 4, 2016 • Michigan City, Indiana

manufacturers & Suppliers!
2016 Expo contracts went out in May. If you did not receive one, 
you can get a copy at the website www.indianagroundwater.org 
or by emailing ingroundwater@gmail.com.  

Remember if we get your commitment by July 30, you will get a 
FREE ¼ page ad (or can use that value towards a larger ad) in the 
August newsletter that will have the full convention sign up for 
attendees!

Convention Sneak Peak
We will have 14 classes to choose from this year! We have 
included some classes for environmental drillers as well. Here are 
a few of the topics for this year:
•	 IDEM/DNR	joint	update
•	 State	Police	DOT	update
•	 Drilling	fluids	for	

environmental drilling
•	 Solar
•	 Lead
•	 Ground	Water	Monitoring	

Network

•	 Pump	troubleshooting
•	 Meters
•	 Large	Drives
•	 Rig	Safety
•	 Digging	Safety
•	 Filter	Pack	Designs
•	 And	more	to	come!

Convention Room Reservations
You can secure your rooms now with the code GIG1103 at:
Blue Chip Casino Hotel Spa 
777 Blue Chip Drive, Michigan City, IN 46360 
219-879-7711, http://www.bluechipcasino.com/

The Sign of Service. 
The Symbol of Quality.
The Sign of Service. 
The Symbol of Quality.

© 2016 Halliburton. All Rights Reserved.

Baroid Industrial Drilling Products
Product Service Line, Halliburton

P.O. Box 1675, Houston, TX 77251
(877) 379.7412 or (281) 871.4613

www.baroididp.com

Local Contact:

Chad Yordy (269) 744.2617

♦Grouts♦
♦Drilling Fluids♦

♦Well Cleaning Chemicals♦

http://www.indianagroundwater.org
http://www.rjmmarketingandsales.com
http://www.bluechipcasino.com/
http://www.baroididp.com
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FINAL SILICA RULe ReLeASeD
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
released the long-anticipated Occupational Crystalline Silica 
Rule.  The final rule’s key components similar to what was 
proposed are as follows:

•	 Reduces	the	permissible	exposure	limit	(PEL)	for	respirable	
crystalline silica to 50 micrograms per cubic meter of air, 
averaged over an 8-hour shift.

•	 Requires	employers	to:	use	engineering	controls	(such	as	water	
or ventilation) to limit worker exposure to the PEL; provide 
respirators when engineering controls cannot adequately limit 
exposure; limit worker access to high exposure areas; develop 
a written exposure control plan, offer medical exams to highly 
exposed workers, and train workers on silica risks and how to 
limit exposures.

•	 Provides	medical	exams	to	monitor	highly	exposed	workers	
and gives them information about their lung health.

•	 Provides	flexibility	to	help	employers	—	especially	small	
businesses — protect workers from silica exposure.

•	 Allows	for	use	of	compressed	air,	dry	sweeping,	and	dry	
brushing where other cleaning methods are not feasible.

The rule is effective June 23, 2016; however, companies have 
anywhere from one to five years to comply based what category 
a company fits into. Manufacturers are 
considered in the “General Industry 
and Maritime” category and will have 
until June 23, 2018 to comply with 
most provisions. Of note, however 
the construction industry will have 
until June 23, 2017 to comply and the 
hydraulic fracturing companies will 
have the June 23, 2018 date to comply 
with all provisions except engineering 
controls, which have a compliance date 
of June 23, 2021.

however, the water well industry is exempted from 
additional methods if certain conditions are met.

As explained in the following article that appeared in the April 11, 
2016 issue of the NGWA Washington Update.  

In Final Crystalline Silica Rule, Water Well Drilling Exempted 
from Additional Regulation

Following NGWA comments and years of deliberation by 
the Department of Labor, the final rule governing exposure 
to crystalline silica was released at the end of March.  The 
final rule stipulates that for vehicle-mounted drilling rigs, 
no additional measures need to be taken when wet control 
methods are in use.   The exemption from additional 
respiratory controls is in line with the language suggested in 
NGWA’s comments filed.

The rule is being challenged by several industry groups, who 
believe the law’s new restrictions on silica exposure may not 
be technically feasible, and battles within the court system will 
likely drag on for years.

NGWA impact: The final rule will save the water well drilling 
industry significant money that would have been necessary if 
additional exposure control methods were required.

IGWA memBeRShIP 
INCReASeS!
The membership 
increased 6% this year.

Our members consist of:
•	 246	Members

•	 177	Contractor	members	from	 
77	companies.

•	 69	Manufacturer/Supplier	
members	from	34	companies.

http://www.knappsupply.com/
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2016 OFFICeRS & BOARD OF DIReCTORS
President
Rusty McGrew  (2017) 
McGrew Well Drilling 
Rochester, IN 46975 
Cell:  574-850-8598 
rustymcgrew@yahoo.com  

vice President
Greg Parker (2017) 
Franklin Electric 
Fort Wayne, IN  
Cell:  260-255-0655 
gparker@fele.com 

Treasurer
Mark Ortman (2017) 
Ortman Drilling 
Kokomo, IN 46901 
Office: 765-459-4125 

Secretary  
David Mumma (2017) 
Mumma Brothers 
Lyons, IN 47443 
Cell:  812-798-7880 
mumma@wispaninternet.com     

Past President  
Troy Alexander 
Findlay Bros. Well Drilling 
Covington, IN 47932 
Cell: 765-585-0987 
welldriller94@gmail.com  

Special Committee Chair
Legislative/ Non-voting position
Bruce Moss 
Moss Well Drilling  
Cell: 317-727-6500 
bambam854@aol.com
 
executive Director
Jennifer Bonner
PO Box 160 
Covington, IN 47932
Ofc: 888.443.7330 
Cell: 219-608-4237
Fax: 765-231-4430 
ingroundwater@gmail.com 

Joe Armstrong (2016) 
Armstrong Drilling
Burlington, IN 46915
Office: 765-566-3362

Fred McAninch (2017) 
The Rig Doctors
Indianapolis, IN
Office:  317-839-7534  

Nathan Rutledge  (2017) 
Rutledge Well Drilling
Atlanta, IN 46031
Cell:  317-903-7187
rut.digity@gmail.com 

Dustin Findlay (2017) 
Dilden Bros. Drilling
Lafayette, IN 47902
Office: 765-742-1717
dustin@dildendrilling.com

 
Dale Remmler (2018) 
Remmler Well Drilling
Greensburg, IN 47240
Cell: 317-361-2844
dremmler@sbc.net

Richard Mumma (2018) 
Mumma Brothers
Lyons, IN 47443
Cell:  812-798-5255
mumma@wispaninternet.com

manufacturer/Supplier Reps 
Mike Hexamer, Preferred Pump
Indianapolis, IN 46217
Office: 317-782-2520

Board of Directors
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